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Browns Valley Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2013 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.  

 

The regular council meeting of the City of Browns Valley, MN was held at the Public Library.  

Council members present were Brenda Bartz, Richard Johnson, Jeanne Dusing, Ken Warren, and 

Tony Miller.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Mayor Bartz.  Also in attendance 

were Tony Serocki, Nancy Peterson, Shelly Roscoe, Trevor Wright, Bernice Piechowski, Linda 

Schwagel, Matt Franzese, and Administrator Schmitz.  

 

A motion made by Warren seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the Special Meetings 

from 04/04/13 and 04/22/13 and regular meeting of 04/22/13.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Following presentation and discussion of the bills it was moved by Dusing and seconded by 

Miller that the following resolution be adopted. 

 

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Browns Valley that the 

payment of the following city and library bills be and is approved as presented. 

 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Building permits were presented for: Vicki Powers to install a steel roof onto a garage, Shirley 

Foren to replace front steps; Shane and Darci Copley to Install new windows in the basement 

and three season porch; and Eugene Labs to build and 18’ X 24’ addition, rec room, bath & 

screened in porch and possible fence for pet.  A motion by Miller, seconded by Warren to accept 

all building permits.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

There were no scheduled visitors a this meeting. 

 

A letter from Karen Smith was presented to the council to read before the next regular meeting. 

 

Due to the length of this meeting and the following meeting the council is asked to attend the 

council will conduct a strategic planning workshop at a later date 

 

a. Mike Kremer contacted City Hall regarding the printing of the city council minutes.  He 

utilized the minutes from the March meetings to calculate a monthly and then annual cost.  The 

estimated annual cost to print the council minutes would be approximately $3,120.00.  The 

council minutes currently are posted at the post office and Traverse Café.  Schmitz was asked to 

post minutes at Hanks Hardware, Maynards and Liebe Drug with their permission. 

 

b. City hall received a card in the mail about the annual renewal for tobacco licensing.  Schmitz 

called the county auditor to find out if that was something that was done by the County or City. 

Currently the auditor does the licensing for the establishment that sells tobacco in Browns Valley 

but Schmitz was told that the City could take over the licensing if they wanted to.  The fee that is 

charged for a tobacco license is $100 per establishment and the City would keep the fee. It was 

the consensus of the council to have the County remain doing the tobacco licensing in the City. 

 

c. The inspection report from the Minnesota Department of Health for the liquor store was 

reviewed.  Several of the deficiencies that were listed have been ongoing over the years but have 

been elected not to be address by the sitting councils. Schmitz recommended to the council to 

fiscally evaluate the store in September and, if it’s doing well, target a few of the items on the 

list.  

 

d. A letter from the State Auditor regarding the liquor store’s audit was reviewed. The letter 

reiterated the finding and recommendations from the City’s auditing firm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e. A Proclamation for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week was presented to the Council. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

f. Following presentation and discussion of Resolution 13-04 it was moved by Miller and 

seconded by Dusing that the following resolution be adopted. 

 

Resolution: Approval to Submit an Application with Rural Development/Water Infrastructure 

Fund (WIF) Match Grant Program. 

 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

g. Following presentation and discussion of Resolution 13-05 it was moved by Warren and 

seconded by Miller that the following resolution be adopted. 

 

Resolution: Make Invoice Payment from the General Fund that will be Reimbursed with Future 

Project Funding 

 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Addition to the agenda. A resolution was presented to the council that will need to be approved 

to allow the Dover Fire Department to provide gaming in the liquor store.  A motion made by 

Miller, seconded by Johnson to table the discussion until it is established how much longer the 

Browns Valley Fire Department Relief Association is to acquiring a tax exempt status. 

 

h. On Wednesday, May 15 the Browns Valley Ambulance Service has asked Life Flight if they 

would fly their helicopter to the old football field as a promotion to allow the school children to 

see and touch the helicopter and to hear about the flight paramedic’s job. 

 

i. The Food Shelf was asked if they could find volunteers to help unload the truck during the 

summer months. Suggested places to advertise for help were Channel 5 and church bulletins.  

During the winter months the public works department will assist them. 
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Adjournment 

j. A bid from Sercocki Excavating, Inc. to provide street repairs and paving, on Park Street from 

Broadway to 1
st
 Ave. So., along with a four inch asphalt mat and to remove gravel and patch by 

the Lenard Bullock residence. The proposal is for the amount of $29,426.94 for the paving and 

$925.94 for patching.  Schmitz had contacted the City’s engineer to ask if this could be done at a 

lesser cost during the wastewater project replacement. He was told that the cost would be 

comparable to the Serocki bid. A motion made by Dusing, seconded by Johnson to accept a bid 

from Serocki Excavating, Inc for the amount of $925.84 for patching.  Motion passed with a 5-0 

vote. 

 

k. Schmitz provided a copy of the lease contract that the City has with Bobcat to replace the 

public works department’s skid steer annually. The lease amount is $2,137.50.  

 

l. Deputy Wright presented City Ordinance 70.02 Trucks Prohibited on Certain Steets and a copy 

of the City’s current truck route. Bartz, Wright and Serocki will identify any revisions that will 

need to be made and discuss signage. 

 

a. Schmitz provided information of average monthly costs for the liquor store. 

 

b. Liquor store employee meals were discussed. 

 

c. Uniformity of work attire was discussed for employees of the liquor store.  

 

d. Candy will be gone several days the week of 05/13. 

 

e. A plaque will be presented to Linda Schwagel tonight during the ambulance meeting. Council 

members are encouraged to attend. 

 

f. Historical and current data for the property where the well are located was forwarded to the 

attorney for Roger and Janet Haanen identifying property boundaries from the survey.   

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Miller at 7:05pm, seconded by Dusing.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Minutes submitted by:      Approved by: 

Thomas A Schmitz, Clerk      Brenda Bartz, Mayor 

  

  

 


