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                                                                         Browns Valley Truth in Taxation Meeting Minutes        

               December 9, 2013 

The City Council of the City of Browns Valley held a Truth in Taxation Meeting on 

December 09, 2013 at 6:15pm, in the meeting room of the Browns Valley Library. 

Mayor Bartz, council members Miller, Dusing, Johnson, and Administrator Schmitz 

were in attendance. A complete list of residents attending will be attached to the end of 

these minutes. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to explain the thought process behind the numbers of the 

preliminary levy and to discuss a more realistic budget using up-to-date information that 

was not available when calculating the preliminary budget.  

Mayor Bartz presented several different examples where preplanning of future 

maintenance projects were calculated into the budget.  The budget has not seen an 

increase for three years causing amounts in wage and benefit categories to surpass what 

was budgeted. Separate examples included: 1) future interest payments for wastewater 

payments; 2) setting aside funds for future repairs within a 1 to 3 years; 3) additional 

funds for emergency services training due in 2014 and wastewater bond payments also 

due in 2014; 4) additional funding for the library. 

Questions from the audience were all over the board consisting from the delay of the 

upcoming wastewater project, the financials for the liquor store, flood buyout property 

on West Broadway, and the excessive increase in the preliminary levy. At the time of 

this meeting I was able to reduce the preliminary levy to a 10% increase.  

The largest concern was that we set the preliminary so high that it made many people 

mad and afraid that they weren’t going to be able to afford to live in Browns Valley.  

Past city council members had several comments, questions and recommendations not 

pertaining to the levy. 

Discussion about net tax capacity being low and what would need to happen for this to 

go higher and help with the tax base in the city. 

Schmitz also explained the 2014 sales tax legislation.  He discussed areas where the City 

would no longer be paying sales tax and areas where this legislation does not cover.  

Schmitz has figured that this legislation will save the City of Browns Valley roughly 

$9,100.00 in 2014. 

Motion to adjourn by Johnson seconded by Dusing and passed 5-0. 

Minutes submitted by:      Approved by: 

 

Thomas A Schmitz, Clerk      Brenda Bartz, Mayor 

 



 

Residents in attendance were: 

Mike Heck 

Carolyn Roark 

Karen Goodhart 

Christa Hansen 

Curt Powers 

Jerry Johnson 

Armina Colago-Spindler 

Rose Medbery 

Dwayne Johnson 

Guy Joyce 

Tonya Joyce 

Jerry Metz 

Harvey Lewis 

Shane Copley 

David Spindler 

Jeff Borgheniinck 

Rodey Ewald 

Kenny Westbrock 

 


